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1 . GENERAL SLACKENING OF ACTIVITY AROUND GREAT HALL OF 
PEOPLE, PRESENCE OF PROVINCIAL AND REGIONAL PARTY BOSSES IN 
HOME BAILIWICKS (MOST RECENTLY SAIFUDIN IN SINKIANG AUGUST 26) 

AND RAPIDLY APPROACHING STATE VISIT OF PRESIDENT POMPIDOU 

INCLINE US TO BELIEF THAT PARTY CONGRESS HAS SLIPPED UNTIL AT 

LEAST MID OR LATE SEPTEMBER. AS HONG KONG POINTS OUT, THIS 

DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN CONGRESS PREPARATIONS UNNATURALLY 

PROTRACTED. HOWEVER, SPATE OF PREDICTIONS IN JULY AND EARLY AUGUST 

THAT CONGRESS WOULD BE HELD SOON, AS WELL AS CHINESE 

SENSITIVITY ON SUBJECT (REUTERS, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS CALLED BY 

MFA TO DENY, OFF THE RECORD, THAT THE AUGUST 19-19#MEETINGS WERE 

THE OPENING OF THE PARTY CONGRESS), ALL LEAD US TO BELIEVE 

THERE HAVE BEEN DIFFICULTIES IN FIXING FIRM TIMETABLE FOR THE 

CONGRESS. 
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2. WHILE WE AGREE WITH HONG KONG'S ASSESSMENT THAT CHOU 
EN-LAI MAY BE RUNNING INTO STIFFER OPPOSITION ON VARIOUS POLICY 
QUESTIONS (I.E., EDUCATIONAL POLICY, CADRE REHABILITATION, ETC.) 

THAN ANTICIPATED EARLIER THIS YEAR, WE CONTINUE TO SEE THIS AS A 
DEBATE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE EXISTING POWER STRUCTURE AND 
NOT NECESSARILY AS A THREAT TO CHOU'S POSITION. FOR EXAMPLE, 
ALTHOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF VEILED ATTACKS ON THE 
REHABILITATION OF CADRE, THE PROCESS HAS CONTINUED APACE. 

MOST SPECTACULAR RECENT CASE IN POINT WAS REAPPEARANCE AUGUST 27 
OF FORMER POLITBURO MEMBERS WU LAN-FU AND T'AN 
CHEN-LIN, ALONG WITH LONG ABSENT WOMEN'S FEDERATION LEADER 
SHIH LIANG. SIMILARLY, THE POST-CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
RESTORATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM APPEARS TO BE 
POCEEDING DESPITE SNIPING ATTACKS FROM THE LEFT. IN SUM, 

WHILE THE PACE OF MOVEMENT TOWARD PARTY CONGRESS RATIFICATION OF 
CHOU'S CONTROVERSIAL POLICIES MAY BE UNCERTAIN, IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THOSE POLICIES APPEARS TO BE CONTINUING. 

3. THIS RAISES QUESTION OF DESIRABILITY OF OFFICIAL U.S. 

SOURCED COMMENTARY ON DIFFICULTIES CHOU MAY CURRENTLY BE 
ENCOUNTERING DURING THIS DELICATE PERIOD. WEHAVE IN MIND 
PARTICULARLY VOA HONG KONG CORRESPONDENT'S AUGUST 27 
COMMENTARY ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH, IF READ IN PEKING AS 
REFLECTING U.S. ANALYSIS OF CURRENT CHINESE INTERNAL POLITICAL 
SCENE, COULD BE UNHELPFUL TO MODERATE ELEMENTS WHOSE 
POLICIES WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE PREVAIL, AND WHOSE LIFE ALREADY 
COMPLICATED ENOUGH. 
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